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23 December 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger 

Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 

SUBJECT : Notes on a Possible U.S. Game Plan 


1, Musing over the matters we discussed in our 21 December telephone 
conversation has stimulated some thoughts that are outlied below for your 
consideration. These are personal views, not official ones. They get into 
matters far outside my (or the Agency's) official parish. Since I am currently 
on leave, please take them as the informal thoughts of a private citizen who 
would like to help the President in any way he can. These thoughts are 
offered in a full awareness that some of them are rough or embryonic. I 

also recognize that some of my suggestions may not be feasible for reasons 
of which I am ignorant or have not considered, some may relate to actions 
that are already in train, and some may have already been considered and 
rejected for good and sufficient reasons of which I am also unaware. 

► , /' ' “ * * 

2. Desiderata. It seems to me that there are three things we need to 

accomplish, if possible, as soon as we can. 

a . We need to get Hanoi off its wicket of stonewalling 
on the 20 October draft and attempting to use that draft to 
torpedo our relations with the GVN and thus enormously 
improve Communist political prospects in South Vietnam. 

, 4 1 

(1) 1 have given considerable thought to 
the concept we discussed of trying to pitch Hanoi 
with a purely military deal that avoids the polit- 
ical thicket by ignoring all political questions. 

I may be suffering from a lack of imagination, but 
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this seems to me to be a blind alley. For one 
thing, Hanoi's primary interests are political 
not military, hence it is hard to envisage Hanoi 
seriously entertaining, let alone buying, any such 
proposal. For another, given the Politburo's 
psychology it would be counterproductive for 
us to float any such proposal at this time. Hanoi 
would read it as a sign of weakness demonstrating 
that we are prepared to give them a politically 
free hand in return for our prisoners and U S 
disengagement. This, in turn, would probabhr 
serve to make the North Vietnamese even more 
intransigent. e 
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P1 ^ Aoainst the backdrop of the pressure 
cdonsiust^sfS^^ndTgatne plan might unfold roughly as 

ollows. 

* #-«/ riavs we publicize — and keep 
*• Wi,h ‘” *' to H»ot to resume privet. talks 

°P'“ " 1 ““I ”! Vietnamese ere reedy to resume serious 


negotiations . 

„ cuickly as possible , our consolidated 
b. We prepare, as quiciay P ^ Vietname8 e texts ~ 

agreement draft — ^ J“ a ^ ghou id embody what we consider 
as described above. This . .. casen tial protection to U.S. 

S, snd eccepubl. prop«* ^ttordta, to 
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